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considers both the ruceptivisy and the capability of foredan 


countries with reenest to a refusee program. It should be 


Ginphasiaed that our judgements are based on a-quick survey of 


off-the-shelf information; tha views of US embassies throughout 
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evacuation of the refugees from Vietnan, the logistical 
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large numbars of Vietnamese is essentially limited to Thailand, 
the Philippines, some US bases in the Pacific, and -- possibly -- 
Indonesia and Malaysia. This is primarily because the with- 


drawal itself will most likely have to be completed on a 


short-duration, cuick turnnrouné basis. Because these countrics 
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China and also minéful of its difficult preblom with Vietnamese 
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. Indonesia micht accert short-term relocation (and vossibly 
soma longer-term resctilesent -- see ‘belicw) out of concern for 
a humanitarian inmace and interest in better treatment uncer 


the 1974 Trade Act (in spite of its status as an OPEC member) 
or a better position with the US Exrort-Imsort Bank.: 
i The likely political reaction of Malaysia is inknown at 
. this point and there is little that we can do to improve our 
economic relations the The possibilities 
in this case, however, shouwleé 2 investigated. 
Likely Bases -- Thailand is by far the optimum choice, 


both in terms of proximity and of facilities already in being 


at the six airbases built to susport US oserations in Indochina. 
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: here are lecated at Yukhla, Ubon, Udorn, adios Phanon, ; 
; Hhorat, and Utapnao. As the Us Widacary withdrawal fxon 1 
Phadland has proceeded Takhlio has been closed; Ubon is in ) 
: caretaker status; the majority of remaining US troops are 
| stationed at Mhovat, Udorn, and Utapao. adn addition se) . ' 
; barracks and administrative buildings, euch of these bases 

could accomodate thousands of people in Vast open areas. I 


The 25,000 ox so remaining US troops woulé form @ ready-made 


cadre to assist in processing the evacuces. 
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John Way which is an adjunct to ‘Clark Airbase. 
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France : 
France has been hit somewhat less hard by the recession 


Viestexn Buxope and is generally better 
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Laborers. Some 4 million current residents of Prance are 


foreigners, and accepting numbers of Vietnamese in the tens 


of thousands would not add much to ccononic or social problems. 


Moxe significantly, the French havea particular Historical 
tie and sense of moral obligation to the Vietnamese that 
* woulé facilitate resettlenen 34 there Some Vietnamese nold 
Yrench passports, others already have families living in 
France, a significant numoer were trained there and speak 


Yrench. The French government: has already shown sone 


: willingness to resettle those who qualify by misting standarcs. 
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Clearly, @ major obstacle would be French percep 


. whether assistance might jeopardize their ties with Hanoi, 
but, Hanoi probably looks fox French aid for reconstruction 


and ‘aevelopment in coming years. 
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Although Indonesia does not LOOK like a Nery good 
prospect for Vietnamese resettlement because of its low 
living standards, US leverese might create some possibilities. 
Were we to assure the Indonesians that resat tlement would 
be entirely funded by the US and other donors, there is a 


least a chance they would consider resettling unskilled 
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Vietnamese in the outer islands.- Althoush domestic resettle- 


ment programs from overcrowded Jeva to the underpopulatead 
outer islands have existed for years, they have had little 


suceess. 
The Indonesian reaction to this sort of eperoaeh is 


G@ifficult to gauce. There is no Goubt that the Indonesians 


feel they have received little in return for having varticicated 
in the IccS in South Vietnam; on the other hand they may 
feel some residual cblication from this rele. 
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or political concessions. 
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